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For Information

Summary

A fire in a flat at Fairweather House, Holloway Estate, Parkhurst Road, London N7 
was reported to the London Fire Brigade (LFB) at approximately 22:30hrs on 25th 
June 2018. The resident was not at home at the time and the alarm was raised by a 
neighbour. The LFB attended promptly and extinguished the fire, though the flat in 
question was extensively damaged and has been left uninhabitable.  There were no 
injuries.

Recommendation

Members are asked to:

 Note the report.

Main Report

Background

1. Fairweather House is a low-rise, brick-built block of flats constructed in 1966. It 
contains 41 flats arranged over four floors and houses the estate office.

2. The fire, which is believed to have been caused by a carelessly discarded 
cigarette, appears to have started on the bed and was confined to the bedroom, 
with smoke damage elsewhere.  The resident was not at home at the time and 
no-one was injured. 

3. The LFB has confirmed that the flat is structurally safe. The Health & Safety 
Adviser for Housing Services visited the property on 26th June to carry out an 
assessment.

4. During the incident, other residents stayed in their homes as it was safe to do so, 
in line with the ‘stay put’ policy in operation at Fairweather House. This allowed 
the LFB to work without obstruction.



5. The Resident Estate Officer was on-site on 25th June to offer reassurance to 
residents. He was joined by other staff on 26th June to respond to any resident 
concerns, and to circulate a communication to reassure residents.

6. Senior Managers, the Press Office and the Allocated Member for Holloway 
Estate were notified and briefed on 26th June.

Current Position

7. The LFB issued a statement to City of London officers stating that the cause was 
believed to be a carelessly discarded cigarette.  Members will note that the 
compartmentation in the property served its purpose and the fire was contained 
within the property.  We are awaiting a full report from the LFB which we will 
share with Members once received.

8. The only other damage to the block was water ingress to properties below the flat 
where the incident occurred.  The extent of which is currently being assessed and 
the case has been reported to our insurers.
  

9. The affected resident was accommodated temporarily by the local authority and 
we will liaise with them regarding longer-term housing options.

10.An update was sent to all residents on the estate once information was provided 
by the LFB.  This was also used to give general advice on precautions to be 
taken by residents around smoking and the safe disposal of cigarettes. 

11.We plan to include an article with a similar message in the next resident 
newsletter (Autumn 2018). 

Legal & Financial Implications

12.The cost of remedial works is estimated to be £6,000. 

Conclusion

13.A fire in a flat on Holloway Estate resulted in damage to the affected property, 
though it was extinguished quickly and thankfully no-one was hurt. The likely 
cause was identified as a discarded cigarette.

14.Updates have been provided to residents locally and the incident will form the 
basis of further communications to all residents on fire safety, specifically around 
smoking and the safe disposal of smoking materials.
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